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The Guardian
Kazuo Ishiguro wins the Nobel prize in literature 2017

The British author behind books including Man Booker winner The Remains of the Day takes the

award for his ‘novels of great emotional force’

R
[ LA

i B

Hannah Ellis-Petersen and

Thursday 5 October 2017 19.49 EDT
First published on Thursday 5 October 2017 07.04 EDT

The British author Kazuo Ishiguro said he was both honoured and “taken completely by surprise”
after he was named this year’s winner of the 2017 , even initially wondering

if the announcement was a case of “fake news”.

Ishiguro, author of novels including and , was praised by
the Swedish Academy for novels which “uncovered the abyss beneath our illusory sense of

connection with the world” and were driven by a “great emotional force”.

Despite being among those tipped for the prize, whose previous winners include Seamus Heaney,
Toni Morrison, Doris Lessing and Pablo Neruda, Ishiguro told the Guardian he had been completely
unprepared for the announcement and had even doubted at first if it was true.

“You'd think someone would tell me first but none of us had heard anything,” said Ishiguro, who had
been sitting at his kitchen table at home in Golders Green in London about to have brunch, when he

got the call from his agent.

'I thought it was a hoax': Kazuo Ishiguro on winning the Nobel prize in literature — video
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“It was completely not something I expected, otherwise I would have washed my hair this morning,”
he said with a laugh. “It was absolute chaos. My agent phoned to say it sounded like they had just
announced me as the Nobel winner, but there’s so much fake news about these days it's hard to
know who or what to believe so I didn't really believe it until journalists started calling and lining up
outside my door.”

Ishiguro, who was born in Nagasaki in Japan but moved to the UK when he was five, said he was
“tremendously proud” to receive the award and emphasised how much he hoped it would be a force
for good at a time of global instability.

“This is a very weird time in the world, we've sort of lost faith in our political system, we've lost faith
in our leaders, we're not quite sure of our values, and I just hope that my winning the Nobel prize
contributes something that engenders good will and peace,” he said. ™ It reminds us of how
international the world is, and we all have to contribute things from our different corners of the

world.”
With names including Margaret Atwood, Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and Haruki Murakami leading the odds
at the bookmakers, Ishiguro was a surprise choice and he admitted one of his first thoughts had

jumped to fellow living authors he felt were equally deserving of a Nobel.

Kazuo Ishiguro on The Remains of the Day — books podcast

“Part of me feels like an imposter and part of me feels bad that I've got this before other living
writers,” said Ishiguro. “Haruki Murakami, Salman Rushdie, Margaret Atwood, Cormac McCarthy, all
of them immediately came into my head and I just thought wow, this is a bit of a cheek for me to
have been given this before them.

“And because I'm completely delusional, part of me feels like I'm too young to be winning something
like this. But then I suddenly realised that I'm 62, so I am average age for this I suppose.”
However, any concerns over Ishiguro’s win creating friction in the literary world were quickly
appeased as authors such as Rushdie were among the first to offer their congratulations. “Many
congratulations to my old friend Ish, whose work I've loved and admired ever since I first read A Pale

View of Hills,” Rushdie said. “And he plays the guitar and writes songs too! Roll over Bob Dylan.”

Kazuo Ishiguro: Nobel prize winner and novelist for all times

Ishiguro, who is currently “very deep” into writing his latest novel, which he is juggling alongside
film, theatre and graphic novel projects, also expressed concern at the distracting burden of celebrity
that the Nobel prize might bring and impact on his writing.

He said: “I'm hoping it doesn’t mark some kind of end. I've had to battle a lot of my writing life

between the demands to be a public celebrity author and finding the time and space to do the real
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work, so I'm hoping the work itself just continues and is no different to where it was yesterday.

"I just hope I don't get lazy or complacent, I hope my work won't change. And I hope that younger
readers aren't put off by the Nobel. I have GCSE people reading my books and I'm very proud to
have that younger audience.”

Kazuo Ishiguro: how I wrote The Remains of the Day in four weeks

Ishiguro studied creative writing at the University of East Anglia, going on to publish his first novel, A
Pale View of the Hills, in 1982. He has been a full-time writer ever since. According to the Academy,
the themes of “memory, time and self-delusion” weave through his work, particularly in

, Which won Ishiguro the Booker prize in 1989 and was adapted into a film starring

Anthony Hopkins as the “duty-obsessed” butler Stevens.

Addressing Ishiguro’s Nobel win, the former poet laureate Andrew Motion, said: “Ishiguro’s
imaginative world has the great virtue and value of being simultaneously highly individual and deeply
familiar — a world of puzzlement, isolation, watchfulness, threat and wonder.

“How does he do it?” asked Motion. “"Among other means, by resting his stories on founding
principles which combine a very fastidious kind of reserve with equally vivid indications of emotional
intensity. It's a remarkable and fascinating combination, and wonderful to see it recognised by the

Nobel prize-givers.”

Ishiguro holds a press conference outside his London home after the win. Photograph: Ben
Stansall/AFP/Getty Images

Will Self, meanwhile, reacted to Ishiguro’s win in characteristically lugubrious fashion.

Self said: “He's a good writer, and from what I've witnessed a lovely man, but the singularity of his
vision is ill-served by such crushing laurels, while I doubt the award will do little to reestablish the

former centrality of the novel to our culture.”

The Nobel prize for literature comes with winnings of 9m Swedish krona (£832,000). Permanent
secretary of the academy, Sara Danius, spoke to Ishiguro about his win around an hour after the
announcement. It was a marked change to previous winners such as , who took weeks to
acknowledge the accolade, and , who famously responded with a derisive “oh Christ”

when the news was broken to her by reporters.

“He was very charming, nice and well-versed, of course. He said he felt very grateful and honoured,

and that this is the greatest award you can receive,” said Danius.

“He is someone who is very interested in understanding the past, but he is not a Proustian writer, he

is not out to redeem the past, he is exploring what you have to forget in order to survive in the first
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place as an individual or as a society,” she said, adding, in the wake of last year’s uproar over Dylan’s
award, that she hoped the choice would “make the world happy”.
“That's not for me to judge. We've just chosen what we think is an absolutely brilliant novelist,” she

said.

The Guardian

Opinion
The Guardian view on Kazuo Ishiguro: self-restrained force
Editorial

The author is a worthy recipient of the Nobel prize for continually finding his voice — and discarding it

for a new one

Thursday 5 October 2017 19.49 BST
Last modified on Thursday 5 October 2017 23.51 BST

To explore the geology of our literary times one needs to interrogate layers of thinking before
unearthing the stratum of authors’” motivations. Digging into the motives of
, who was born in Japan but has lived in England since he was five, one can divine a number
of explanations of why he writes: his fascination with how much of us is
; his view that he had . These two probably explain why
Ishiguro’s defining phase is the one that begins with his first two novels that piece together the

fragments of a Japan he had known as a child and ends with a masterpiece of private agonies —

In parsing themes of class, tradition and duty Ishiguro found a distinct voice. Yet he appeared to
discard it. Instead his 35-year, seven-book career has continually broken new ground —
set in a semi-mythical Arthurian
England where dragons roam. His work finds emotional force through self-restraint. In an Ishiguro
novel, the words on the page are the tip of the iceberg: so much is happening underneath, usually
without the characters’ own knowledge. He never writes the same book twice: his previous novel
was about clones slowly coming to grips with the fact they have been created as
organ donors: a philosophical investigation into mortality and meaning. Ishiguro’s novels illuminate

reality in profound, surprising ways worthy of a Nobel.
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Since you're here ...

... we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but advertising

revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put up a
paywall — we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why we need to ask for
your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money and hard
work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters — because it might well be

your perspective, too.

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all and
not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I'm happy to make a contribution so others with less
means still have access to information.

Thomasine F-R.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much more

secure.

(FRANCE 24 with AFP)
British writer Kazuo Ishiguro wins Nobel Prize for literature
Latest update : 05/10/2017

Acrticle text by
British author Kazuo Ishiguro, best known for his novel "' The Remains of the Day"*, won the
Nobel Prize for literature on Thursday, the Swedish Academy said.

Ishiguro, "in novels of great emotional force, has uncovered the abyss beneath our illusory sense of
connection with the world", the

Ishiguro has written eight books as well as scripts for film and television. He won the Man Booker
Prize in 1989 for "The Remains of the Day".

Born in Nagasaki, he moved to Britain with his family when he was five years old, only returning
to visit Japan as an adult.

Both his first novel "A Pale View of Hills" from 1982 and the subsequent one, "An Artist of the
Floating World" from 1986, take place in Nagasaki a few years after

"The themes Ishiguro is most associated with are already present here: memory, time, and
self-delusion,"” the Academy said.
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"This is particularly notable in his most renowned novel, 'The Remains of the Day'," which was
turned into a film with Anthony Hopkins acting as the duty-obsessed butler Stevens.

Kazuo Ishiguro’s most renowned novel, ”The Remains of the Day” (1989), was turned into film
with Anthony Hopkins.

https://youtu.be/6tTGzHqrC98

8:12PM - Oct 5

With the critically-acclaimed dystopian work "Never Let Me Go", published in 2005, Ishiguro
introduced "a cold undercurrent” of science fiction into his work, the jury said.

Inspired by Fyodor Dostoyevsky and Marcel Proust, Ishiguro's characters often painfully come to
terms with who they are without closure.

His latest novel, "The Buried Giant" from 2015 explores "in a moving manner, how memory
relates to oblivion, history to the present, and fantasy to reality."

In the book, an elderly couple go on a road trip through an archaic English landscape, hoping to
reunite with their adult son, whom they have not seen for years.

Ishiguro was not among those tipped as a favourite for this year's Nobel. His award marks a return
to a more mainstream interpretation of literature after the 2016 prize went to American
singer-songwriter Bob Dylan.

The prize is named after dynamite inventor Alfred Nobel and has been awarded since 1901 for
achievements in science, literature and peace in accordance with his will.

(FRANCE 24 with AFP)

BBC

Kazuo Ishiguro: Nobel Literature Prize is "a magnificent honour"
e 05 October 2017

British writer Kazuo Ishiguro has won the 2017 Nobel Prize for Literature.

The novelist was praised by the Swedish Academy as a writer “who, in novels of great emotional
force, has uncovered the abyss beneath our illusory sense of connection with the world".

His most famous novels The Remains of the Day and Never Let Me Go were adapted into highly
acclaimed films. He was made an OBE in 1995.
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The 62-year-old writer said the award was "flabbergastingly flattering".
He has written eight books, which have been translated into over 40 languages.

BREAKING NEWS The 2017 in Literature is awarded to the English author Kazuo
Ishiguro

When contacted by the BBC, he admitted he hadn't been contacted by the Nobel committee and
wasn't sure whether it was a hoax.

He said: "It's a magnificent honour, mainly because it means that I'm in the footsteps of the greatest
authors that have lived, so that's a terrific commendation.”

Image caption

BBC producer Elizabeth Needham-Bennett is the first to tell Kazuo Ishiguro he's won the Nobel
Prize

He said he hoped the Nobel Prize would be a force for good. "The world is in a very uncertain
moment and | would hope all the Nobel Prizes would be a force for something positive in the
world as it is at the moment," he said.

"I'll be deeply moved if | could in some way be part of some sort of climate this year in
contributing to some sort of positive atmosphere at a very uncertain time."

Image copyright

GETTY IMAGES

Image caption

Carey Mulligan starred in the film version of Ishiguro's novel Never Let Me Go

Who is Kazuo Ishiguro?

e Born in Nagasaki, Japan, in 1954, he moved to England with his family when his father
was offered a post as an oceanographer in Surrey

o He read English and philosophy at the University of Kent after a gap year that included
working as a grouse beater for the Queen Mother at Balmoral

e He studied an MA in creative writing at the University of East Anglia, where his tutors
were Malcolm Bradbury and Angela Carter

o His thesis became his critically acclaimed first novel, A Pale View of Hills, published in
1982

e He won the Booker Prize in 1989 for The Remains of the Day


https://twitter.com/hashtag/NobelPrize?src=hash
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Image caption

The Remains of the Day was turned into an Oscar-nominated film with Anthony Hopkins and
Emma Thompson

His work, which includes scripts for film and television, looks at themes of memory, time and
self-delusion.

The Nobel committee praised his latest book The Buried Giant, which was released in 2015, for
exploring "how memory relates to oblivion, history to the present, and fantasy to reality".

Image copyright
REUTERS

Fans gathered in Tokyo in the hope of celebrating Haruki Murakami, who had been the bookies'
favourite - but ended up celebrating Ishiguro's win

Image copyright
AFP/GETTY

Kazuo Ishiguro was inundated with members of the press at his north London home after his award
was announced

Sara Danius, permanent secretary of the Swedish Academy, described his style as "a little bit like a
mix of Jane Austen, comedy of manners and Franz Kafka".

She said Ishiguro was a writer of "great integrity"”, adding: "He doesn't look to the side. He's
developed an aesthetic universe all of his own."

The Nobel comes with a prize of nine million kronor (£844,000, $1.1m).

Kazuo Ishiguro's gift - by BBC arts editor Will Gompertz

For me, he is one of the great living writers working in any language. All writers can tell stories.
Ishiguro tells stories on another level.

He places the reader in some sort of alternative reality - which might be the future, it might be the
present, it might be the past. They feel like places that are whole and real, but you don't know
them.

They're weird and not necessarily happy places. But they're places that you can inhabit and relate
to, and you become deeply involved with the characters. That's the writer's job - he just does it
better than most.

Read Will's full blog post.

Kazuo Ishiguro - his books at a glance
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o His first novel A Pale View of Hills was about a Japanese woman living in England trying
to come to terms with her daughter's death

o He followed that with An Artist of the Floating World in 1986

e The Remains of the Day tells the story of a butler in a stately home whose boss was a
Nazi sympathiser

e His only book of the 1990s was The Unconsoled , which was followed by When We
Were Orphans in 2000

e 2005's Never Let Me Go followed a group of students at a boarding school living in a
dystopian future. It was turned into a film starring Keira Knightley and Carey Mulligan
five years later

e Nocturnes: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall was a collection of stories published in
2009

e His most recent novel was The Buried Giant in 2015

e Ishiguro has also written a number of screenplays, including The White Countess and
The Saddest Music in the World , as well as other short stories

Follow us on , on Twitter , or on Instagram at . Ifyou
have a story suggestion email
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Kazuo Ishiguro keeps calm amid Nobel Prize frenzy

Will Gompertz
Arts editor

o Kazuo Ishiguro talks to BBC arts editor Will Gompertz
""How should a Nobel laureate dress?** asked Kazuo Ishiguro, who, 40 minutes earlier, had
found out he had won the Nobel Prize for Literature.

To say the news was unexpected is an understatement. He literally couldn't believe it.

Until, that was, his phone began to ring constantly, an orderly queue of TV crews started to form
outside his front door ("how do they all know where | live?"), and his publishers dispatched a top
team to his house as back-up.

This was not fake news. This was delightful, surprising news. Maybe there were others who should
have won instead, he wondered. "But that is the nature of prizes. They are a lottery."
While chaos reigned around him, he was calm, assured and thoughtful, talking (after nipping
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upstairs to fetch a smart jacket for our interview) about his belief in the power of stories and how
those that he wrote would often explore wasted lives and opportunities.

"I've always had a faith that it should be possible, if you tell stories in a certain way, to transcend
barriers of race, class and ethnicity."

For me, he is one of the great living writers working in any language. All writers can tell stories.
Ishiguro tells stories on another level.

He places the reader in some sort of alternative reality - which might be the future, it might be the
present, it might be the past. They feel like places that are whole and real, but you don't know
them.

They're weird and not necessarily happy places. But they're places that you can inhabit and relate
to, and you become deeply involved with the characters. That's the writer's job - he just does it
better than most.

Kazuo Ishiguro held an audience with reporters in his garden
Growing up in England in a Japanese household was crucial to his writing, he says, enabling him to
see things from a different perspective to many of his British peers.

It is most obvious in the slightly detached nature of many of his narrators, which he explains as
coming from "a long tradition in Japanese art towards a surface calm and surface restraint. There is
a felling emotions can feel more intense if they are held down to the surface level".

There was nothing superficial about his emotions when we met earlier today. He was chuffed to
bits, and rightly so.

Kazuo Ishiguro is worthy recipient of the Nobel Prize for Literature.
Follow us on , on Twitter , or on Instagram at . Follow

my Twitter feed: If you have a story suggestion email
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