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Synopsis [wiki]

King Xerxes, looking up from contemplation of his beloved plane tree, sees Romilda, the daughter of
his vassal Ariodate, and makes up his mind to marry her. However Romilda and Xerxes' brother,
Arsamene, love each other, while Romilda's sister, Atalanta, is also determined to make Arsamene
hers. Amastre, Xerxes' fiancée, forsaken by him for Romilda, disguises herself as a man and observes
Xerxes.

Xerxes banishes Arsamene, who sends a note to Romilda through his servant Elviro, disguised as a
flower vendor, pledging his eternal fidelity; he gives it to Atalanta to pass on, and she promptly
hatches a plot. She tells Elviro that Romilda has given up on Arsamene and decided to be queen, and
shows the note to Xerxes, claiming that it was addressed to herself. Xerxes determines to marry
Arsamene off to Atalanta and shows the note to Romilda, who nevertheless decides to stay true to the
man she loves.

The scene changes to the bridge over the Hellespont. Xerxes tells Ariodate that his daughter Romilda
must wed, by the king's command, a member of Xerxes' family, equal in blood to himself. Xerxes
pursues Romilda until Amastre-in-disguise starts a fight as a distraction. Romilda persuades Xerxes to
let her deal with the problem, and is pleased and gratified to learn that Amastre started it to rescue
her. Arsamene and Romilda meet again and fight until Elviro drags Atalanta on to explain matters,
and she declares that she'll find someone else. Elviro remarks on a storm threatening the bridge, then
sings a ditty to Bacchus. Romilda and Arsamene are joyfully reunited, although she then has to hide
him while his brother presses his suit. Romilda tells Xerxes that he must have her father's consent
before she can obey the king's command; Arsamene is displeased.

Xerxes reiterates to Ariodate that Romilda must wed a member of Xerxes' family, equal in blood to
himself, who will appear at his home; Ariodate mistakenly thinks he is referring to his brother
Arsamene rather than himself, and happily goes home to prepare the wedding. Xerxes then tells
Romilda that she will marry him. Romilda reveals that Arsamene has kissed her; Xerxes declares that
he will kill his own brother, and Romilda agrees to marry Xerxes to spare Arsamene's life.

Arsamene and Romilda arrive at Ariodate's place, where he happily announces that they are to marry
by King Xerxes' command. Disbelieving, they joyfully do so. After Arsamene and Romilda wed, Xerxes
arrives, ready for his wedding and not at all happy to learn that his vassal has just married his bride
off to his brother.

When Amastre-in-disguise appears, Xerxes is calling out for someone to avenge him and wants to
know what Amastre-in-disguise has been doing popping in and out of the entire opera; Amastre asks
whether he wants her to kill the traitor, the one who, having been so dearly loved, went off chasing
another. When he demands that she do so, she reveals herself to Xerxes, who becomes ashamed of
his faithlessness and tells her to go ahead and kill him. Amastre, still in love with him, refuses, and
Xerxes offers her his queen's crown once more.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellespont

