Monday 7 November 2016, 6.30pm * Main Stage
Conducted by Evelino Pido

Evelino Pido CONDUCTOR

Biography

Italian conductor Evelino Piddo made his Royal Opera debut in 1993 conducting I/ barbiere
di Siviglia and has since conducted Cos/ fan tutte, Il corsaro, L elisir d’amore, La
Cenerentola, Lucia di Lammermoor, Don Pasquale, Faust and [l turco in [talia. In the

2016/17 Season he returns to conduct Les Contes d’ Hoffmann.

Grigolo

Vittorio Grigdlo TENOR

Biography

Vittorio Grigolo as Werther in Werther, Royal Opera House © 2016 ROH. Photograph by Bill

Cooper
Italian tenor Vittorio Grigdlo made his Royal Opera debut in 2010 as Des Grieux (Manon),

and has since returned to sing Faust, Alfredo Germont (La traviata), the Duke of Mantua
(Rigoletto), Rodolfo (La bohéme), Nemorino (L elisir d’amore) and Werther for The Royal
Opera. In the 2016/17 Season he returns to sing the title role in Les Contes d’ Hoffmann.

Grigolo was born in Arezzo and raised in Rome, where he sang as a soloist with the Sistine
Chapel Choir. He made his operatic debut as the Shepherd Boy ( 7osca) for Rome Opera
and went on to study with Danilo Rigosa. At the age of 23 he became the youngest tenor to
perform at La Scala, Milan. Since then he has sung at many of the world’ s leading opera
houses, in repertory including Hoffmann (Les Contes d’ Hoffmann), Werther, Edgardo

(Lucia di Lammermoor) and Roméo.

Hampson
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Thomas Hampson BARITONE

Biography

Thomas Hampson in Simon Boccanegra, The Royal Opera © ROH/Clive Barda, 2013

American baritone Thomas Hampson made his Royal Opera debut in 1993 as Figaro (//
barbiere di Siviglia) and has since returned to sing roles including Marcello (La bohéme),
Posa (Don Carlos), Amfortas (Parsifal), Mandryka (Arabella), Renato (Un ballo in maschera),
Macbeth, Giorgio Germont (La traviata) and Simon Boccanegra, and in concert in the War
Requiem and The Royal Opera in Concert. In the 2016/17 Season he returns to sing the

Four Villains (Les Contes d’ Hoffmann).

Hampson’ s discography of more than 170 albums includes winners of a Grammy Award,
five Edison Awards and the Grand Prix du Disque. He is a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences and is a Metropolitan Opera Guild ‘Met Meistersinger’ . In
2009 he received the Distinguished Artistic Leadership Award from the Atlantic Council in
Washington D.C., and was appointed the New York Philharmonic’ s first
Artist—in—Residence. In 2010 he was honoured with a Living Legend Award by the Library
of Congress, where he is Special Advisor to the Study and Performance of Music in
America. In 2011 he was awarded the Concertgebouw Prize and named ECHO Klassik’ s
Singer of the Year for the fourth time.

Fomina

Sofia Fomina SOPRANO
Biography

Simon Nicholas and Sofia Fomina in Guillaume Tell © 2015 ROH. Photograph by Clive
Barda

Russian soprano Sofia Fomina made her Royal Opera debut in 2012 as Isabelle (Robert /e

diable), and has since sung Naiad (Ariadne auf Naxos) and Jemmy (Guillaume Tell) for The

Royal Opera. In the 2016/17 Season she returns to sing Olympia (Les Contes
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d’ Hoffmann).

Fomina studied at the Orlovsky Music College and the Gnesin Academy of Music, Moscow.
She began her professional career at the Novosibirsk Opera Theatre, where her roles
included Despina (Cos/ fan tutte) and Susanna (Le nozze di Figaro). She later joined the
ensemble of the State Theatre of Saarbriicken, her roles including Queen of the Night (Dje
Zauberfléte), Giulietta (/ Capuleti e i Montecchi), Zerbinetta (Ariadne auf Naxos), Rosina (]
barbiere di Siviglia) and Gretel. She was a member of the ensemble of Oper Frankfurt
2013-15), where her roles included Onoria (Ezio), Nanetta (Falstaff), Queen of the Night,
Sophie (Werther), Blonde (Die Entfiihrung aus dem Serail), Zerbinetta (Ariadne auf Naxos)
and Musetta (La bohéme). Engagements elsewhere include Blonde for Paris Opéra and
Oscar (Un ballo in maschera), Blonde for Bavarian State Opera and Nanetta in concert

with the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra.

Christine Rice MEZZO-SOPRANO

Biography

Christine Rice in Les Contes d'Hoffmann, The Royal Opera © Catherine Ashmore

English mezzo—soprano Christine Rice made her Royal Opera debut in 1998 as Suzy (La
rondine in concert) and since 2003 has sung at the Royal Opera House almost every
Season, in roles including Lucretia ( The Rape of Lucretia), Judit (Duke Bluebeard’s
Castle), Siébel (Faust), Concepcion (L’ Heure espagnole), Giulietta (Les Contes

d’ Hoffmann), Carmen, Hansel, Maddalena (Rijgoletto) and Jenny (Rise and Fall of the City
of Mahagonny). She created the roles Miranda ( The Tempest) in 2004 and Ariadne ( The
Minotaur) in 2008. In the 2016/17 Season she returns to sing Giulietta (Les Contes

d’ Hoffmann) and Blanca ( The Exterminating Angel).

Rice grew up in Manchester. She studied physics at Oxford University and began a DPhil

but after two years changed to study singing at the Royal Northern College of Music. After
singing with the Glyndebourne Festival Chorus she became a member of English National

Opera, and has gone on to become one of Britain’ s leading mezzo—sopranos. Her repertory
includes Penelope (J/ ritorno d’ Ulisse in patria), Donna Elvira (Don Giovanni), Dorabella

(Cosi fan tutte), Béatrice (Béatrice et Bénédict), Rosina (/I barbiere di Siviglia), Ruggiero



http://www.roh.org.uk/people/christine-rice
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royaloperahouse/14790723264/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royaloperahouse/14790723264/

(Alcina), Marguerite (La Damnation de Faust) and Hansel (Hansel und Gretel), for
companies including ENO, Welsh National Opera, La Monnaie, Brussels, Bavarian State
Opera, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Teatro Real, Madrid, Salzburg Festival and the Metropolitan
Opera, New York.

Yoncheva

Sonya Yoncheva SOPRANO
Biography

Sonvya Yoncheva as Norma in Norma, The Royval Opera © 2016 ROH. Photograph by Bill

Cooper
Bulgarian soprano Sonya Yoncheva made her Royal Opera debut in Placido Domingo’ s

Operalia Winners concert in July 2012, and has since sung Musetta (La bohéme),
Marguerite (Faust), Violetta (La traviata), Micaéla (Carmen), Norma and in the Life
Reimagined Gala. Later in the 2016/17 Season she returns to sing Antonia (Les Contes
d’ Hoffmann).

Yoncheva studied piano and voice in Plovdiv and singing at the Geneva Conservatory. She
was a member of William Christie’ s Le Jardin des Voix and in her early career focussed on
Early and Baroque repertory, her engagements including Phani/Zima (Les Indes galantes)
on European tour with Christie, La Fortuna (L "incoronazione di Poppea) for Glyndebourne
Festival, Giunone (// ritorno d’ Ulisse in patria) for Teatro Real, Madrid, and Cleopatra

(Giulio Cesare) in Reims and Versailles.

Lindsey

| Kate Lindsey MEZZO-SOPRANO
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Biography

Kate Lindsey as Lazuli in L'Etoile © ROH 2016. Photograph by Bill Cooper

American mezzo—soprano Kate Lindsey made her Royal Opera debut in 2012 as Zerlina

(Don Giovanni) and has since returned to sing Cherubino (Le nozze di Figaro) and Lazuli
(L’ Etoile). In the 2016/17 Season she returns to sing Nicklausse (Les Contes
d’ Hoffmann).

rtagne

Christophe Mortagne TENOR
Biography

Christophe Mortagne as King Ouf I in L'Etoile, The Royal Opera © 2016 ROH. Photograph

by Bill Cooper
French tenor Christophe Mortagne made his Royal Opera debut in 2010 as Guillot de

Morfontaine (Manon) and has since returned to sing Monsieur Triquet (Eugene Onegin) and
King Ouf I (L’ Etoile). In the 2016/17 Season he returns to sing Spalanzani (Les Contes
d’ Hoffmann).

Halfvarson

Eric Halfvarson BASS
Biography

Eric Halfvarson in Guillaume Tell © 2015 ROH. Photograph by Clive Barda
American bass Eric Halfvarson made his Royal Opera debut in 2000 as Claggart (Billy

Budd). His many roles since for The Royal Opera have included Sparafucile (Rjgoletto),
Moser (I masnadieri), Doctor (Wozzeck), Hunding (Die Walkiire), Prince Gremin (Eugene
Onegin), Rocco (Fidelio), Grand Inquisitor (Don Carlo), the Commendatore (Don Giovanni),
Mr Ashby (La fanciulla del West), Fafner (Das Rheingold and Siegfried) and Melcthal
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(Guillaume Tel)). He returns in the 2016/17 Season to sing Crespel (Les Contes

d’ Hoffmann) and Geronte de Revoir (Manon Lescaut).

Ordonneau

s

Vincent Ordonneau TENOR
Biography

French tenor Vincent Ordonneau made his Royal Opera debut in 2009 as Le Remendado
(Carmen). He returns in the 2016/17 Season to sing the Four Servants (Les Contes
d’ Hoffmann).

Carby

s

“ Catherine Carby ~ MEZZO-SOPRANO
Biography

Australian mezzo—soprano Catherine Carby made her Royal Opera debut in the 2013/14
Season, singing Second Maid (E/ektra), Voice from Above (Die Frau ohne Schatten) and
Sister Mathilde (Dialogue des Carmélites). In the 2016/17 Season she returns to sing Spirit
of Antonia’ s Mother (Les Contes d’ Hoffmann).

Ki

r \ David Junghoon Kim
JETTE PARKER YOUNG ARTIST

Biography

David Junghoon Kim as Ruiz in Il trovatore, The Royal Opera © 2016 ROH. Photograph by
Clive Barda
Korean tenor David Junghoon Kim joined the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme at the



http://www.roh.org.uk/people/vincent-ordonneau
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/catherine-carby
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/david-junghoon-kim
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royaloperahouse/28169246050/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royaloperahouse/28169246050/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royaloperahouse/28169246050/

start of the 2015/16 Season. In his first Season his roles included Ballad Seller (/ tabarro),
Arturo (Lucia di Lammermoor) and Ruiz (/] trovatore). In the 2016/17 Season his roles
include Flavio (Morma), Nathanaél (Les Contes d’ Hoffmann), Lamplighter (Manon Lescaut),
Ruiz, Gastone de Letoriéres (La traviata), Augustin Moser (Die Meistersinger von

Niirnberg), Count of Lerma (Don Carlo) and Pong ( Turandot).

Rice
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AN  ChoriesRice  BARITONE

Biography

Anglo—French baritone Charles Rice makes his Royal Opera debut in the 2016/17 Season
as Hermann (Les Contes d’ Hoffmann). Other performances at the Royal Opera House
include Sid (Albert Herring) for English Touring Opera and in Gloria — A Pigtale for
Mahogany Opera Group.

Yurchuk

Yuriy Yurchuk ROYAL OPERA PRINCIPAL

Biography

Yuriy Yurchuk as Michonnet in excerpts from Adriana Lecouvreur, Jette Parker Young

Artists Summer Performance © 2015 ROH. Photograph by Clive Barda

Ukrainian baritone Yuriy Yurchuk is a Royal Opera Principal for the 2016/17 Season,

singing roles including Schlemil (Les Contes d’ Hoffmann),

Jeremy White BASS
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Biography

Jeremy White in Tosca, The Royal Opera © ROH/Johan Persson, 2013
English bass Jeremy White made his Royal Opera debut in 1991 as Thoré (Les Huguenots)

and has appeared in every Season since, his many roles including Antonio (Le nozze di
Figaro), Marquis d’ Obigny (La traviata), Comte de Vaudemont (Les Vépres siciliennes),
Reinmar von Zweter ( Tannhéuser), Hans Foltz (Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg), Kecal
(The Bartered Bride), Surin (The Queen of Spades),

TBC
Royal Opera Chorus

Levitin

Sergey Levitin CO-CONCERT MASTER

Biography

Russian violinist Sergey Levitin is Co—Concert Master for the Orchestra of the Royal
Opera House. He joined the Orchestra as Associate Concert Master in 2003 and was

appointed to his current position in 2009.

Orchestra of the Royal Opera House

First perf.
Early start
52 tickets£132 - £175
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