Hate Speech toward Women

Special Report

Deliberately Incited Discrimination

against Women:

Gender-discriminatory remarks of public

officials

In 2002, | filed a human rights abuse
complaint along with 130 other women
accusing then Tokyo Governor Shintaro
Ishihara of his gender-discriminatory
remarks. At that time, the word
“hate-speech” was relatively unknown. In
Japan, the majority of people adopt a
stance of “argument and
counterargument” in the name of
“freedom of speech,” when responding to
such discriminatory remarks. Today,
when anti-foreign hate speeches are
widespread, the situation has not
changed much. In Japan, no appropriate
legal framework of restricting human
rights abuses, nor relief mechanisms for
victims exist. Our legal claim was
dismissed as Governor Ishihara’s
remarks were aimed at females as a
whole, so the effect on individual
women's rights was reduced, though his
remarks bordered on the illegal.

Since then, similar sexually
discriminatory remarks have been
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released frequently among politicians

and high-ranking public officials.
Neglecting to acknowledge
discrimination  results in further

discrimination. Public discrimination of
women lurks wide and deep in people’s
minds through societal sex/gender
stereotypes and norms of “masculinity
and femininity” Such stereotypes are
internalized by everyone especially
women and thus reproduced in daily
activities and behaviors. Discriminatory
remarks released by public officials
would ignite, incite and even culminate a
sense of discrimination  against
socially-positioned minorities within
people. It is hard to imagine these
gender-discriminatory statements do not
correlate with the spread of hate
speeches targeting North and South
Korean residents in Japan. Because a
sense of gender-discrimination could be
underground water veins blended
together with various discriminatory
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“Narayamabushi-ko" or “The Ballad
Narayama,"wherein the novel’s esse
outlines in a paradoxical way §
existence of elderly women as
tyrannical compared to the lives of ﬂl\e@
living creatures. He intentionally
repeated his own assertion within hjs
official capacity as the Governor of Tokyo,
He later became a Diet membe"‘“@"l’lﬁ%
he is a political party leader, without
being admonished nor accounﬁblé:_;ﬁ
such discriminatory behavior.
Gender-discriminatory remarks
by politicians occurred more freque
following Ishihara’s statements. In s ch
politicians’ comments, we see a common

o




Minister Taro Aso said in 2009, “| may
well have fulfilled an obligation because |
have had two children since getting
married at the age of 43"
Sex/Gender stereotypes are
also furthered by women in leadership
positions. Then Prime Minister Yoshiro
Mori told attendees of a lecture session
on "Society with fewer children’ in 2003,
"Welfare system should be planned that
the National Government will look after
women who had many children to show
our gratitude to those women. Women
who did not have any children at all, who
enjoyed her life as she wished, and did
whatever she wanted to do, so to speak,
and then when she turned older, would
be asking to support her by tax, I would
say it is utterly unacceptable.” One more
example resonates the same line of
thinking. Former Vice Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry, Yoshikatsu
Nakayama stated at the APEC Women's
Entrepreneurship Summit in 2010,
“Japanese women are happy working at
home and they have always had a
domestic role within Japanese culture”,
The view men use to evaluate
women as sex objects is symbolized by
Osaka Governor Toru Hashimoto's
comment in 2013. He stated, “A comfort
women system’ was necessary.” In 2003,
a Lower House member Seiichi Ota made
discriminatory remarks which called into
question the arrest of male university
students who gang raped a female
student. He said, “Those who gang rape
are better off because they have virility.

They are closer to normal.” Furthermore,
according to press coverage, then Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yasuo Fukuda, “There
are women who apparently seem to want
to have sex.” "Since a man is like a black
leopard, leniency should be granted
sometimes, shouldn't it?”

A remark by Satoshi Tanaka,
then director-general of the Okinawa
Defense Bureasu, was also traumatic. In
November 2011, he gave answers to
questions by media on the delayed
release of an environment assessment
report on the relocation of U.S. Futemma
Air Base. He avoided providing the
relocation date by saying, "Would you say,
'l will rape you,' before you rape someone
(women)?" This statement  was
particularly notable. It revealed the true
nature of his discriminatory views to
people of Okinawa. His remark
highlighted facts he recognized the
construction of a new Henoko Base
*would be equal to implying an act of
sexual violence against people of
Okinawa." Worse still, he did not realize
his comment about Okinawan people
(=women) was neither a human rights
violation nor a crime. What was on his
mind while he was conducting his duty?
He trampled on the dignity of those
discriminated against, and another
ignorant behavior justifying "how to treat
women" in an unconscious way.

Most recently, the president of
the Japanese public broadcasting station
“NHK", Katsuto Momii stated every
country had the practice of comfort
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views from their position of power anq
authority?

First, such viewpoints expose
sex/gender stereotypes of 'maz;c.-u]hmy
and femininity,” creation/expansion ofan
environment of gender-rooted violence
based on an idea of taking women as
controllable objects, and a w
tendency to tolerate sexual violem.,
Frequently, stalking-related murder and
domeshc violence murder cases are

related to such discriminatory remarks,
: Second, as seen in statements

mmarks foster a sense women withour
children are useless to society and be
subject to “Ubasute” or social elimination,
Jinl atlng attitudes of discrimination and

clusion of, not only elderly women but
(.l U diﬂb'ed peI'SO!IS. homd‘ss m




society, such as

~on Civil and

Eliminati ~ Al Forms of
ainst Women, which
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y"' yublic ofﬁclals would be
inal recourse. At least somg
pegulation should be appli'__i ;
situations which currently do
‘enough for criminal case.
What kind of measu
‘be taken? Both Houses of
have their own “code of politi
and “code of conducts,” enacted

hearing committees. The c
-ethims contents remain




